


World-science forum “made in Japan” 

What suits economic leaders in the globalized world shall suit scientists as well.  

Koji Omi, the former Japanese Minister of Finance and founder of the Science and 

Technology in Society (STS) forum, has something similar to the World Economic 

Forum (WEF) in mind. A venue geared toward the global discussion of scientific 

topics. 

 

[Picture: Kyoto shall become the hub of a global scientific network.] 

 

Questioned as to why there is a need for a scientific forum, Koji Omi responds, “the 

aim is ‘Science in Harmony with Nature.’” This can only be achieved with an 

international, global network where the parties involved develop common goals and 

values. It is presumably no coincidence that the venue for the STS forum, which has 

been taking place since 2004, is Kyoto as it was chosen as the site for another 

international meeting that made headlines. In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol for the 

implementation of the United Nations’ Framework Convention on Climate Change 

with the goal of climate protection was developed. The fact that major global players 

such as the United States and Russia did not participate got Koji Omi thinking. A 

central concern of the STS forum is therefore, to find a worldwide consensus on 

questions regarding not only climate protection but also other urgent questions 

relating to scientific and technological development. He says this is only possible if 

science, politics and economics work together. 

 

Network and discussion 

The list of participants from the last meeting in 2007 in Kyoto includes 600 leading 

scientists from 71 countries, regions and international organizations, 26 ministers as 

well as representatives of economy and media. One of the participating scientists 

was Prof. Dr. Alexander J.B. Zehnder of Switzerland, former president of the ETH 

Board. This connection is not the least of many reasons that the Preparatory Meeting 

for the upcoming STS forum in 2008 took place at the Swiss Re Centre for Global 

Dialogue in Rüschlikon, Switzerland in April of this year. “Switzerland, in the middle 

of Europe, with its long experience with neutrality and the coexistence of different 

languages and cultures could contribute valuable experiences to the forum – on more 

than a scientific level,” Koji Omi says. The STS forum aims to find a new mechanism 

for open discussions on an informal basis. It is about building a network in order to 

solve the problems with which humanity will be confronted in the future, using the aid 



of science. Koji Omi also remarks, “The most pressing questions are the ones related 

to climate change and energy. Worldwide, we need to do everything possible to find 

a solution for environment-friendly forms of energy.” It is without doubt, he says, that 

nuclear energy also plays a key role in this matter. Consequently, there will be a 

session on “Harmony with Nature – the Nuclear Energy Alternative.” He adds, “the 

participants are expected to see themselves not as representatives of their country or 

organization, but as individuals expressing their own views.” 

 

Climate Change, ICT, Health 

“Lights and Shadows of Science and Technology” is the overall topic of the STS 

forum. Accordingly, the topic line-up is relatively broad. During the next STS forum in 

October in Kyoto, topics such as Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

as well as health will be at the centre of discussion. Water problems, worldwide 

nourishment and gene technology are also going to be discussed. A further topic 

block concentrates on questions relating to international collaboration in science and 

technology. As for speakers from Switzerland, ETH-Nobel prize winner Prof. Richard 

Ernst, ETH Board Council President Dr. Fritz Schiesser and former ETH Council 

Member Prof. Francis Waldvogel have been invited to participate. 

 

Profile of Koji Omi 

Koji Omi, born in 1932, graduated from the Economics and Management Faculty of 

the Hitotsubashi University in 1956 and worked for the Japanese Ministry of 

International Trade and Industry (MITI) as an official. From 1997 until 1998, he was 

chairman of the Economic Planning Agency, from 2000 until 2001, he was Minister of 

Science and Technology of Okinawa and the northern territories and finally from 

September 2006 through August 2007, he was Minister of Finance. Koji Omi is a 

member of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). With the aim of bringing together 

leaders of science, politics and economy, he founded the Science and Technology in 

Society forum, which takes place every year in Kyoto, in 2004. 

 

The next STS forum will take place from October 5 through October 7, 2008. 

  




