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Latest activities of STSorum

October 4066, 2015 --- The 12" Annual Meeting of Science and
Technology in Society forum (STS forum) was held at International
Conference Center in Kyoto, Japan .

At 10:00 am. on Sunday, Oct. 4, Mr. Koji Omi, Founder and Chairman of STSforum,
declared the meeting open. In his welcoming remarks, Chairman Omi said, 0 hope that
those world leaders here will participate in the STSforum in the spirit of 6 n o b |
o b | iama discuss the actions our generation must take for the sake of future
generationso

This year, we had the honor of welcoming three prime ministers at the Opening
Session Mr. Shinzo Abe of Japan, Mr. Manuel Valls of France, and Mr. Ranil
Wickeremesinghe of SriLanka In his speech, Prime Minister Abe, who is the Honorary
Chairman of STSforum as well, cited the words of the sciencefiction writer Arthur Clarke
that any advanced technology seems strikingly similar to magic, saying, 0 hope that a
great number of magicians who captivate the world emerge from the STScommunity 6
Then, Prime Minister Valls delivered a speech with reference to the COR21 United
Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris in December this year. 0 |lig absolutely
essentialthat we curb global warming, otherwise the future of humanity will be in grave
d a n g aid Mo Valls, 0 b wve are still far from the binding, universal agreement that we
need to reachd Prime Minister Wickeremesinghe of Sri Lanka quoted a passage of
Winston Churchil: 0 T rempires of the future will be the empires of the mind6 And he
said, 0 Alssee you gathered here today from all corners of the world, | realize how true
this hasturned out to beo
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Latest activities of STSorum

The Opening Session alone attracted about 930 participants. The presence of other
important dignitaries namely Mr. Arkady Dvorkovich, Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Dr.
John Holdren, Assistantto the President for Scienceand Technology and Director of the
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP),and Mr. Sadayuki
Sakakibarg Chairman of Japan Business Federation (KEIDANREN)reconfirmed the
significance of the subsequent 38 sessionsand 11 supplementary meetings.




Latest activities of STSorum

The three-day meeting brings together about 1,200 participants from nearly 100
countries, regions and international organizations. A highlight of the forum this year
was the 0 Di a | loetyveea Future Leaders and Nobel L a u r e addeos &Gaturday,
ahead of the forum. Seventyseven young scientists from 25 organizations in 18
countries were divided into groups and had lively but friendly discussions with the
following seven Nobel Laureates Prof. Hiroshi Amano, Nobel Laureate Physics2014;
Prof. Jerome lIsaac Friedman, Nobel Laureate Physics 1990; Prof. Yuan Tseh Lee,
Nobel Laureate Chemistry 1986; Prof. Ryoji Noyori , Nobel Laureate Chemistry 2001; Sir
Richard J. Roberts, Nobel Laureate for Physiology or Medicine 1993; Prof. Akira
Suzuki, Nobel Laureate Chemistry 2010; Dr. Torsten Nils Wiesel, Nobel Laureate
Physiology or Medicine 1981.

These 77 young scientists were expected to attend the entire forum and submit their
feedbacks afterwards. Dr. Joe Brown from Georgia Institute of Technology, U.S,, wrote, 0
was able to make contacts with other leadersthat | expect to last throughout my career.
This was an incredible opportunity and | am very grateful for it$ Dr. Lalita Attanatho of
Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research echoed, 0 | wias a rare
opportunity for me to participate with science and technology leaders in a range of
fields that 1 would not normally be exposedto 6




Latest activities of STSorum

There were 28 Concurrent Sessions,four more than the last year, under seven different
themes and many rooms were so full that the staff had to find extra chairs. The most
popular sessionwas 0 & T Diplomacy and International Co | | a b owitla aniaudienze
of 118, followed by the sessioncalled 01 nd u bk b n o a awith ©03.6 Among ten
Plenary Sessions,0 Ene anglyEn v i r o nwag thé éost popular one with 536
attending, followed by 0 S o ¢ Chartggd by | C With 344, 0 G| otbeaal | witth Z26, and
0 Re s eandIcrhn o v awithi 313 A Summary of these sessionswill be published at
the beginning of December.

Usually the number of attendees waneson the third day, but this year the Closing Session
enjoyed a big successwith an audience of 300. Moderated by Prof. Yuan Tseh Lee,
President Emeritus of the Institute of Atomic and Molecular Sciences,Academia Sinicain
Chinese Taipei and Nobel Laureate, speakerssuch as H.E Naledi Grace Mandisa Pandor,
Minister of Science and Technology in South Africa, Mr. Takehiko Nakao, President of
Asian Development Bank, HE Mr. Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah, Chairman of
Foundation for Energy & Sustainable Development in Qatar, and Prof. Jerome Isaac
Friedman, Institute Professor and Professor of Physics Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and Nobel Laureate, made impressive speechesurging progress towards
maintaining sustainability for the future of Humankind. At the end, Chairman Koji Omi of
STSforum described the major points of the Statement published on that day and
announced that the next Annual Meeting would be held at the same venue from Sunday,
October 2 to Tuesday,October 4, 2016. 0 look forward to all of us gathering here again
in order to pave the way for future g e n e r a ttdanaudes thé Chairman.
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